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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
POPULATION PROFILE 
This report was produced using the most recent census data from 

Statistics Canada (2006). 

Geographic Location 
• Huron county covers an area of 3,397 km2 

• There are nine local municipalities/townships in Huron County 
• Huron County is the second largest geographical region in 

Southwestern Ontario 

Population Distribution 
• In 2006, the population of Huron County declined by 0.6% to 59,325 

compared to 2001 
• Population density is 17.5 people/km2 

• Approximately 60% of Huron County residents live in rural areas 

Age and Sex Structure 
• Huron County had a higher proportion of youth and seniors than 

Ontario 
• There were more females than males aged 65+ in both Huron and 

Ontario 
• There was a lower proportion of residents aged 20-39 years in Hu-

ron County compared to Ontario 

Projected Population Growth 
• The population of Huron County is projected to grow by 15.6% in 
2031 which is lower than the projected population growth for all of 
Ontario (35%) 
• The population aged 60+ is projected to grow at a faster rate than 

any other age group for both Huron and Ontario 
• Males 75+ years are projected to grow more rapidly than females 

in the same age group 
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Mobility Status 
• The mobility rate (% total population 5 years and over that 

changed their place of residence since the last census) of Huron 
was approximately 30% and less than that of Ontario 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 

Immigration Status 
• The proportion of immigrants in Huron was 8% compared to 28% in 

Ontario 
• Of 4,665 immigrants living in Huron, 82% reported immigrating 
before 1991, only 6% immigrated between 2001 and 2006 
• A significantly smaller proportion of Huron County residents (1.5%) 
were visible minorities compared to Ontario (22.8%) 

Language 
• English was the first language for 91% of Huron residents compared 
to 68% for all of Ontario 
• 96% of Huron residents understood English only compared to 86% 

across Ontario 
• 3% of Huron residents understood both English and French 
compared to 11.5% in Ontario 

Education 
• A lower proportion of Huron residents aged 25+ (9%) had a 
university diploma, certificate or degree compared to 23%
 in Ontario 
• 30% of Huron residents aged 25+ had no certificate, diploma or 
degree compared to 19% in Ontario 

Employment 
• In 2006, participation rate in the labour force in Huron County was 
67.5% and similar to Ontario 
• The unemployment rate was 4.4% in Huron compared to 6.4% in 

Ontario 



Industry and Occupations 
• A large proportion of the labour force in Huron is employed in the 
agriculture and other resource-based industry 
• Participation rate in the business services sector is lower in Huron 
than the province 

Place of Work 
• A high percentage of the labour force in Huron and Ontario 
worked at a usual place (working for an employer with a 
fixed address) 
• Higher proportion of the labour force in Huron worked at home 

compared to Ontario 
• A higher of proportion of the labour force in Huron worked outside 

their municipality of residence than Ontario 

Income 
• In 2005, the median income of all private households was $51,910 
in Huron County and was approximately $8,000 lower than Ontario 
• Married couple families had a higher income than all other 

census families 
• Female-led lone parent families had the lowest median income 
• The prevalence of low income in Huron (7.5%) was lower than 
Ontario (14.7%) 

Private Dwellings 
• In 2006, the median value of dwellings in Huron was $200,790 and 
was approximately $100,000 less than Ontario 
• The average number of persons per dwelling was 2.3 in Huron 

compared to 2.7 in Ontario 
• Over 80% of private dwellings were constructed before 1986 
compared to 68.6% in Ontario 

Marital Status 
• In 2006, a significantly higher proportion of Huron residents (57.1%) 

were legally married and not separated compared to Ontario 
(51.9%) 
• There was a significantly higher proportion of widowed persons in 
Huron (7.7%) compared to Ontario (6.1%) 
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INTRODUCTION 

This report was produced using the most recent census data from 

Statistics Canada (2006). The census is conducted every five years 

across the whole country. The report provides community-level 

information from the 2006 census population for Huron County and 

Ontario. Detailed information is provided on key demographic and 

socio-economic indicators including population distribution, 

population projection, employment rates, education level and 

income. The report outlines the Huron County’s status compared to 

Ontario on these key demographic and socio-economic indicators 

and is useful for health planners and other key community 

stakeholders when planning community programs and services. 

POPULATION PROFILE 
Geographic location 
The County of Huron is located in Southwestern Ontario about three 

hours northwest of Toronto and covers 3,397 km2. The county is 

subdivided into nine municipalities and/or townships. The 

geographic area for each municipality/township is listed in Table 1. 

Crossed by major rivers like the Maitland, the county boasts many 

scenic conservation areas and nature preserves. This link to water 

continues to have a profound influence on Huron's economy, social 

life and environment. Surrounding areas include Perth County, 

Middlesex-London, Lambton County, Grey-Bruce and Windsor Essex 

County. Figure 1 presents

 Huron County in relation

 to its surrounding 

areas. Next to 

Grey-Bruce, Huron 

County is the 

second largest 

geographical 

region in 

Southwestern 

Ontario. 
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Population Distribution 
According to the 2006 census, the population of Huron County was 
estimated at 59,3251 down 0.6% from 59,701 in 2001 (Table 1). Huron 
County is one of Ontario’s most rural counties with 60% (58.4% 
female, 61.6% male) of the population living in non-urban areas and 
an overall population density of 17.5 people/km2.1 

The population and population density of the nine local 
municipalities/townships are listed in Table 1. Bluewater, North Huron 
and Howick all experienced population growth between 2001 and 
2006. The largest centre by population, and the county seat, 
is Goderich. 

Table 1: Population Change, Huron County and Municipalities compared to Ontario, 
2001 and 2006 

Municipality 2001 
Population 

2006 
Population 

Population 
Change (%) 

2001-2006 

Land area 
(km2) 

Population 
density 

(people/ km2) 

Ashfield-
Colborne-
Wawanosh 

5,411 5,409 0 587.07 9.2 

Bluewater 6,919 7,120 2.9 416.99 17.1 
Central 
Huron 7,806 7,641 -2.1 447.60 17.1 

Goderich 7,604 7,563 -0.5 7.91 956.1 
Howick 3,779 3,882 2.7 287.17 13.5 

Huron East 9,680 9,310 -3.8 669.16 13.9 
Morris-

Turnberry 3,499 3,403 -2.7 376.45 9.0 
North 
Huron 4,984 5,015 0.6 178.98 28.0 

South 
Huron 10,019 9,982 -0.4 425.35 23.5 

Huron 
County 59,701 59,325 -0.6 3,396.68 17.5 

Ontario 11,140,046 12,160,282 6.6 907573.82 13.4 

Data source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 
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Age/Sex Structure (Population Pyramid) 
Huron County exhibited a high dependency ratio—74.9%.1  This 
means that the county had large populations of children, youth and 
seniors compared with a relatively smaller population of working-
age persons. The age distribution, by gender, of Huron County is 
shown in Figure 2. As noted, almost half of the population was either 
≤19 years (26%) or ≥65 years of age (18%). Also there were more 
females than males aged 65+ in both Huron and Ontario. The 
Appendix shows the 2006 local and provincial distribution by gender 
and 5-year age groups. 



 

This higher proportion of children/youth and seniors becomes 
apparent upon comparison to the age distribution of Ontario, shown 
in Figure 3. This figure also demonstrates the lower proportion of 
residents aged 20-39 years in Huron County compared to Ontario. 
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Projected Population Growth 
Between 2006 and 2031 the population of Huron County is projected 
to grow by 15.4% (to 64,484) and 35% across Ontario (to 16,366,192). 
As shown in Figure 4 and 5, there will be rapid growth in the 
population of 60+ for both Huron and Ontario during this period. 
Males 75+ are projected to grow more rapidly than females in the 
same age group. In contrast to the population growth across 
Ontario, the number of youth 10-19 years and adults 40-59 years are 
projected to decline in Huron during this period. Due to the rapid 
growth in seniors (65+) the pyramid-shaped population distribution 
in 2006 (Figure 2) is projected to shift towards a more rectangular-
shaped distribution in 2031 for Huron and Ontario (Figures 6 and 7). 
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Data source: Provincial Health Planning Database (PHPDB) Extracted: Januay 27, 2010, Health Planning 
Branch, Ontario MOHLTC 
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Mobility Status and Migration 
In 2006, almost 17,000 Huron County residents reported moving 
within the last five years. 15.9% had moved from another 
municipality within the province.1 Huron’s population was less mobile 
than the province with a five-year mobility rate of 30% compared 
to approximately 40% for Ontario. Less than 2% of the persons had 
moved into Huron from other provinces/countries compared to 6.6% 
in Ontario (Figure 8)1 Approximately 6,000 people moved out of 
Huron County between 2001 and 2006.1 



 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 
Immigration Status 
In 2006, the immigrant population represented 8% of Huron’s total 
population as compared to 28% of the province. Of the 4,665 immi-
grants living in Huron approximately 82% report immigrating before 
1991, 12% immigrated between 1991 and 2000, and 6% between 
2001 and 2006. There were 235 individuals who had non-permanent 
resident status in Huron in 2006. Approximately 1.6% had a citizenship 
other than Canadian compared to 7.5% of Ontario residents. 

A significantly smaller proportion of residents were a visible minority 
in Huron compared to Ontario (1.5% vs. 22.8%). The top five visible 
minority groups in Huron were Blacks, South Asians, Latin Americans, 
Chinese and Southeast Asians (Figure 9). 

andand 

Language 
English was the predominant first language (91%) in Huron County 
compared to 68% in Ontario.1 Less than 1% of Huron County 
residents indicated that their first language is French compared to 
4% in Ontario.1  However, over 96% of Huron residents understood 
English only and 3% understood both English and French, 
compared to 86% and 11.5% respectively in Ontario.1 Less than 1% 
did not speak either of the official languages compared to 2% in 
Ontario.1 

Education 
The 2006 census indicated that the residents of Huron age 25+ had 
lower education levels than the province.1  Approximately 30% of 
Huron residents had no certificate, diploma or degree compared to 
nearly 20% of Ontario residents. Approximately 9% of Huron residents 
aged 25+ had a university diploma, certificate or degree compared 
to 23% of Ontario residents (Figure 10).1 

A higher proportion of male residents aged 25+ in Huron County 
(32%) had no certificate, diploma or degree compared to 25% of 
female (Figure 11).1 
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Employment 
In 2006, participation ratei in the labour forceii  of the population 
aged 15+ in Huron County was 67.5% and similar to Ontario (67.1%) 
(Figure 12).1 Among those in the labour force the unemployment 
rate was 4.4% which was lower than Ontario of 6.4%iii .1 

Figure 12: Labour Force Participation, Aged 15+, Huron County Campared to Ontario, 2006

 i Participation rate - Refers to the labour force in the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census Day (May 16, 
2006), expressed as a percentage of the population 15 years and over excluding institutional residents. 
ii Labour force - Refers to persons who were either employed or unemployed during the week (Sunday to Satur-
day) prior to Census Day (May 16, 2006). In past censuses, this was called ‘total labour force’. 
iii Unemployment rate-refers to the unemployed expressed as a percentage of the labour force in the week 
(Sunday to Saturday) prior to census day (May 16, 2006). Employment rate - Refers to the number of persons 
employed in the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census Day (May 16, 2006), expressed as a percentage of 
the total population 15 years and over excluding institutional residents. 



Figure 12: Labour Force Participation, Aged 15+, Huron County Campared to Ontario, 2006

  

Industry and Occupation 
In 2006, Huron County had a substantially higher proportion of the 
population aged 15+ employed in agriculture and other 
resource-based industries than the province (16.8% vs. 2.9%) and a 
much lower participation rate in the business services sector (10.9% 
vs. 19.7%) (Figure 13).1 With respect to occupations, Figure 14 high-
lights the top ten occupational categories of persons aged 15+ in 
the labour force for Huron and Ontario.1 

to
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to 
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Place of Work 
In 2006, a high percentage of the labour force worked at a usual 
place (working for an employer with a fixed address) both in Huron 
County (73.9%) and Ontario (82.6%).1 However a significantly higher 
percentage of the labour force in Huron County worked at home 
compared to Ontario (15.7% vs. 7.1%).1 Around 10% of labour force 
worked at no fixed address both in Huron and Ontario (Figure 15).1 

Jobs in this category include contractors, construction workers, truck 
drivers and salespeople. 

andand 

In Huron, 47.3% of the people who worked in a usual place worked 
in their municipality of residence compared to 60% in Ontario.1 When 
compared to Ontario, a significantly higher proportion of Huron 
County residents worked outside their municipality of residence but 
within the county (29.7% vs. 15.0%) (Figure 16), while 23% worked 
outside of the County.1 
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Income 
In 2005, the median income for all private householdsiv  in Huron 
was $51,910 -approximately $8,000 less than the Ontario median 
income.1   Couple households with children had a higher median 
income than couple households without children and the other 
household types in both Huron and Ontario (Table 2).1 Married 
couple families had a higher median income than all other census 
family typesv  in both Huron and Ontario.1 Female-led lone parent 
families had the lowest median income and was approximately 
$20,000 less than male-led lone-parent families (Table 3).1 

iv Household total income - The total income of a household is the sum of the total incomes of all members of that 

household.

 v Census family total income - The total income of a census family is the sum of the total incomes of all members 

of that family. Married-couple- In 2006, this category included both opposite-sex and same-sex married couples. 

Common-law-couple-Since 2001, this category includes both opposite-sex and same-sex common-law couples.
 

The median annual income of individuals aged 15 and over was 
slightly lower in Huron than in Ontario. (25,192 vs. 27,258). Also, the 
median annual earnings for individuals aged 15 and older who 
worked full year, full time was approximately $8,000 lower in Huron 

than in Ontario (36,439 vs. 44,748).1 In 2005, the median income for 
males aged 15 years and over in Huron, was significantly higher than 
females (32,519 vs. 19,601).1 A similar difference was also observed in 
Ontario (Table 4).1

Huron Demographic Report 2010 - 13 



 

The prevalence of low income in Huron and Ontario is shown in 
Table 5. Huron County had lower proportions of households, 
economic familiesvi and individuals that were living in low-income 
situations when compared to Ontario.1 In Huron County, North Huron 
had the highest percentage of persons with low income (10%), more 
than double that of Bluewater (4.4%).1 

Table 5: Prevalence of Low-income by Private Households, Economic Family, Unattached 
Individuals 15 years and over 

vi An economic family refers to a group of two or more persons who live in the same dwelling and are 
related to each other by blood, marriage, common-law or adoption. 
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Private Dwellings 
The 2006 census reported 26,922 total private dwellings in Huron, an 
increase of 20.2% over 2001.1,2 The median value of owned dwellings 
in Huron was $200,790, which was approximately $100,000 less than 
Ontario.1 The average number of persons occupying one dwelling is 
less than that of Ontario (2.3 vs. 2.7). Among housing 
characteristics in Table 6, single-detached houses as a percentage 
of total occupied private dwellings, for Huron was 84.5% and much 
higher than Ontario (56.1%).1  Apartments, as a percentage of total 
occupied private dwellings was lower in Huron when compared to 
Ontario (9.7 vs. 29.8). However, Huron had higher percentage of 
dwellings constructed before 1986 than Ontario (81.2% vs. 68.6%).1 



  

Marital Status 
In 2006, 57.1% of Huron residents were legally married and not 
separated. This percentage is significantly higher than the province 
-51.9% (p-value<0.001).1  Figure 17 also indicate that the percentage 
of widowed persons was significantly higher for Huron when 
compared to Ontario (7.7 vs. 6.1 with p-value<0.001).1 The other 
marital status categories showed similar percentages for both Huron 
and Ontario.1 
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If you have a question about this report, please do not hesitate to contact at: 
519-482-3416 ext 2737 
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